Endo-sponge treatment of anastomotic leakage after ileo-anal pouch anastomosis: report of two cases.
The endo-sponge was used in two patients in the treatment of anastomotic leakage following ileo-anal J-pouch reconstruction. Recently, local vacuum sponge treatment has shown to be effective to treat contained anastomotic leakage after low anterior anastomosis in rectal cancer patients. Two patients (male, 18 years; female, 40 years) who underwent restorative proctocolectomy for ulcerative colitis developed localized anastomotic leakage without general peritonitis. This was endoscopically managed by transanal placement of an endo-sponge (B. Braun Medical B.V., Melsungen, Germany) after a diverting ileostomy was performed. The sponge was frequently replaced until resolution of the sinus was achieved in 35 and 56 days. Vacuum endo-sponge treatment can help anastomotic leakage after ileo-anal pouch surgery.